
 

 

September 23, 2013 
It’s Mourning in America 

Again we are shocked by the violence and needless loss of life through mass killings. 
We’ve had so many shocking mass shootings, we think it is normal. We think there is 
nothing that can be done to prevent it. We think we are helpless.  We’ve gotten used 
to it.  

We are fed nonsense about “The only thing that stops a bad guy with a gun is a good 
guy with a gun.”  No mass shooting as ever ended by a civilian good guy with a gun. 
Not once. The ‘Good Guys with guns’ are the police, and they are trained for these 
situations.  

But we continue to believe government is helpless, and we have to expect more and 
more violence, and of course, by more and more guns, but never, under any 
circumstances allow background checks which would prevent the insane and the 
criminals to legally and easily buy assault weapons, because “That’s gubmint takin’ 
away our guns.’  We are programmed to reflexively think that by preventing the 
insane from having assault weapons we, the not insane, are threatened.  

So, we wait for the next mass shooting. And the next.  It doesn’t matter how many 
there are, gun manufacturers see sales in assault weapons skyrocket every time 
there is a mass shooting, and we make sure the insane, the criminals can have all 
they want, and as many rounds as their mega magazines can handle… and 
somehow that is supposed to make us feel ‘safer’?  

I don’t get it. The sanity, the logic, the common sense, is missing. It’s a topic I’ll 
discuss with anyone that has a fact-based argument, not radical talking points, 
anytime.  

Who’s Watching The Children? 

The same ignorant reflexive mentality seems to be at work when it comes to our 
children and Social Services or Human Services at all levels.  We’ve come to expect 
failure.  

Children are being abused and dying at an alarming rate under the care and 
supervision of the very agencies that are supposed to be protecting them.  Each time, 
we are shocked to learn that some child who has been reported, numerous times by 
many family members, neighbors, even Social Workers and authorities, seem to “fall 
through the cracks” and end up brutally murdered or enduring savage abuses 
throughout their young lives.  It’s “shocking” and we “mourn” and we vow to never let 
it happen again… and again, and again… 

We have to look at how these agencies are run, how they are funded and who their 
masters are.  
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Seeing the failures of all the agencies from Tribal Social Services on up to the 
Federal Government, ACF and BIA, IHS, and HHS, tells me that there, in that 
system, the very same one that has harassed and threatened those who report the 
crimes against children and the abuses, intimidates those who dare to point out those 
who have positions for which they are not qualified for, and who have criminally 
conducted themselves, is the reason children are often in more danger within the 
system that both fails to police itself while protecting the very people who are 
enabling those who harm children, because of political connections more important 
than the safety and well-being of the children.  

The system has, at all levels, become a political power structure, not designed to help 
or protect children, but to promote those within their ranks, those with connections, 
higher up the ladders into greater political arenas.  

To that end, anyone that points out flaws or the need for corrections, is considered a 
threat to that power climb.  

Some of the best, most decent people I know who have entered the field of social 
work, have left because of the unwillingness of the Directors and Administrators to 
correct practices or policies that are putting children in greater and greater danger.  

Betty Jo, who was not a social worker, but who worked in that agency for the Tribe, 
when she pointed out corruption in the ranks, and where children were being put 
deliberately in harm’s way, she was not thanked, and corrections were not made, and 
children were not rescued, but she was fired.  

Does one protect their job? Or does one protect the children? You cannot do both.  

All Fail Up 

I look at George Sheldon, who is Acting Assistant Secretary at ACF and I see the 
pattern of failing upwards is still firmly in place.  He was hand-picked by the Obama 
Administration (code for “political buddy system”. Don’t worry, every administration is 
chock full of cronyism. Democratic or Republican, makes no difference.).   

And where did they find Mr. Sheldon? He was the then Director of the always scandal 
plagued Florida DCF (Department of Children & Families).  His big accomplishment 
during his tenure at Florida DCF? Improving the Food Stamp error rate.  

Notice it didn’t say anything about him improving the lives of the children? It does not 
mention anything about improving the system for reporting and rectifying abuses?  
Would that be something that you’d be looking for when choosing an Acting 
Secretary?  Someone who has a real grasp of what these families and these children 
are going through and what is needed to rescue them, help them recover and move 
back into the main stream of society?  

It is not. They are looking for Yes Men who keep the political connections happy.  
Those political connections are very tied in, along with Charities and Foundations that 
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raise collectively, billions of dollars in both private donations and from Federal 
Funding.  That is where the real focus is: Making, collecting money and using that 
money to increase both political and personal power.  

Mr. Sheldon left the Florida DCF in no better shape than he found it. In years since 
May 2011 when he was promoted into the Federal hierarchy, another Director 
abruptly quit.  Oh yes, and another child, with frequent reports of being in danger, has 
been killed.  We’re shocked, we mourn, we vow it will never happen again. You know 
the drill.  

Nothing will change until these agencies are excluded from all political practices and 
not allowed to participate with any fundraising for any organization or charity.  They 
have to return to doing the work of protecting children, helping families, and nothing 
else.  

I don’t have (yet) the stats on how many children were murdered, died of neglect or 
abuse or ‘disappeared’ under Mr. Sheldon’s watch in Florida DCF, but I do know that 
many have been murdered, died of neglect, abuse and are ‘disappearing’ under his 
watch at the Federal level, just in this one tiny reservation in North Dakota.  

The efforts of his agency, under his direction and that of Marrianne McMullen, has not 
been to remedy any of this or rescue any of these children, but to silence those who, 
on behalf of these children, point out what is happening.  

No agency is going to get better if they put the full force of their authority into 
silencing those who point out the dangers and suggest corrections.  The only reason 
they work that way is because they are protecting a political ally, their own corruption 
or are themselves, predators.  

All those under them, such as Thomas Sullivan, merely a Director of Division VIII out 
of Denver, if they make any effort to actually help these children, well, you’ve seen 
how they are, by their higher ups such as James Murray, and George Sheldon and 
Marrianne McMullen, harassed, intimidated, threatened and denied permission to 
work on the very issues they have brought forward.  

Keep in mind, this is all happening over the past (almost) three years while it has 
been known, at all levels, that there are children placed with Registered Sex 
Offenders, rapists, abusers and in homes where they are unwanted, and mistreated 
all the while there are good foster homes out there that are systematically stripped of 
finances, and had children they have nursed back from the abyss, snatched away 
from them and placed in unfit homes.  

Even with the murders of these little children, horrific murders, nothing moves Murray 
or Sheldon or McMullen to actually act to remedy any of this.  They move ever more 
determined to silence Thomas Sullivan and anyone that would report these crimes.  
They also move sever all connections any of those seeking help have had in the 
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past, with anyone that has advocated for them, by threatening them, harassing them 
and threatening the safety of the children they care about.  

It has become a criminal operation, top to bottom. The only people who climb that 
ladder such as Mr. Sheldon and Ms. McMullen, are those who protect the money 
makers and their political alliances fiercely at the expense of every child in the 
system.  

Our future becomes more violent. We become more fearful. We buy more guns. A  
mass killing, a strong arm robbery, a crack whore dies, weather and sports is next. 
Sometimes, we mourn, sometimes we shrug it off.  A tiny child is murdered despite 
multiple warnings over months and years to the very agency that is supposed to 
protect that child, and we are told they fell through the cracks, and vows made that it 
will never happen again…  

There are no cracks.  There are only the criminal and the incompetent at all levels in 
that system and it is driven by politics and big money fundraising. It’s time to demand 
these people, at least in this one reservation, allow these children to be rescued, 
allow the families to recover.   

But if it can be done in this one place, it can be done everywhere, and THAT is a 
threat to the political money machine that dresses up lackeys in suits and pearls, and 
gives them titles and all the power they need to make sure not one child is heard.  

We are stunned when the rapist of a 13-year old girl is walking around free while the 
girl is incarcerated.   

How stunned are we when a woman who pointed out the criminal abuses and the 
corruption in Tribal Social Services was fired, and the Director who was robbing 
millions of (Taxpayer) dollars from the tribe and the program, is still allowed to roam 
free and claim his work (for which he had none of the basic qualifications, mind you) 
on his CV.  

The question becomes: Do we want to end child abuse and neglect and make our 
own future, and that of our children safer? Or do we want to keep applauding the 
political machinery that is grinding our children into bloodstains?  

A Note From Betty Jo Krenz 

To the People of Spirit Lake Nation: 
 
I want to thank all the folks of Spirit Lake Nation who have supported the children.  
 
The last 27 months have been difficult and trying for many folks of all ages on and 
off the reservation. 
 
However, with a new tribal government in place and a new director of social services 
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we have to now "trust" that the children's best interest will be their focus.  
 
Until it is shown otherwise we all need to believe that calling the people that are in 
place to assist in cases of emergencies will be a positive experience for all involved.  
 
We all need to move forward and believe that positive change is happening. No 
system is perfect, it will take years to regain the trust in a system that was so broken 
but there must be a beginning. If you find it isn't working, speak up, demand change. 
 
I have developed very close bonds with so many of you, and I cherish our 
friendships. You were there to support me when I needed it and I tried my best to do 
the same for you, in doing so you all have touched my life.  
 
I am not abandoning you, but without a position in the system, I cannot directly 
advocate for you. I will continue to hear your stories and to advocate on your behalf 
in the larger areas where I am allowed. 
 
I now continue to advocate for the rights of children at a national level, people from 
reservations across the Country have stepped forward to tell their stories, and we 
have a group of congressman who are actively looking at making big changes in the 
way child welfare is dealt with in Indian Country.  
 
It will take time and patience. Although I am not able to help with you directly I can 
help on a larger level. We need to hold people at every level accountable and 
demand they do their jobs.  
Remember government at every level really does work for you.  Be a responsible 
citizen and hold them accountable. Do not be intimidated by smoke and mirrors. If 
you feel strongly that the best interest of a child is not their priority them go to the 
next level.  
 
Many, many thanks to you 
 
Betty Jo Krenz  
 
I guess that means that those in charge have to be held accountable. There are 
Thirteen Mandated Reports that have yet to be responded to according to the law 
and the protocols by any of the officials in the Tribe or in ACF, HHS, IHS, or the 
DOJ.  
 
I guess that is because, over the decades, they have fired anyone and everyone that 
would have actually acted on behalf of those children.  There should be legal 
consequences for those who ignore these policies and practices.  They should be 
held accountable for every death they made inevitable.  
 
They should, at the very least, be made to attend both the funerals of the childen 
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that were murdered by their inaction, and the trials of those children who grew up to 
be violent in our society themselves.  I would say that they should attend all the 
funerals of the people murdered by those who grew up violently because of their 
policies, but there is not enough time in the day and nothing would get done.   
 
Nothing is getting done now, but you know, fundraising, political schmoozing, 
connections, all that stuff would have no time left for any of that.  
 
Let’s Make It a Long Blog, Shall We? 
 
I would love to meet Cindy Mala Lindquist someday. I would love to hear her say 
how she is a full-blood Dakotah woman, and how she remembers the Buffalo Hunt 
and her and the other kids chasing after the travois, fighting over the meat… (stop 
laughing, I’m not done.) 
 
I’d like to hear how she is claiming to have made the successful $6Million Grant that 
she is bragging about. She’s always taken credit for the work that others did. In this 
case, that grant was made by Loretta Hall out of Aberdeen. Cindy had nothing to do 
with it.   
 
Note to Cindy: Keep pissing off Aberdeen, they love this blog. They have known you 
so long and so well, you’d be surprised the stories they have to tell.  
 
Cindy’s imaginary life has some real life big time friends. Or so she claims. Heidi 
Heitkamp and her probably have girl time chats you know.  Heidi believes all of 
Cindy’s lies.  All these big time politicians, The Governor, Senators, all of them come 
to her for the real story on what is happening and she is their confidant and their 
guide. Legislators call her. They need her. She’s heroic. (STOP Laughing! I’m not 
done!) 
 
If that is true, all they know about the Buffalo Hunt is what Cindy has told them.  She 
looks remarkable for a woman of over 148 years old, doesn’t she?  
 
And they are all friends with Cindy and Cindy’s cousin, Peggy Cavenaugh, and all 
her pals, like Noreen, they all have the ears and attention of all these political prizes.  
 
According to Cindy. *eyeroll* 
 
So, which is more outrageous? The Buffalo Hunt? The dragging her pots and pans 
around in a pillow case as a child, stopping in the wilderness to cook what she and 
her siblings hunted? Or that latest and greatest $6 Million Dollar triumph?  How does 
anyone keep a straight face around that woman?  
 
Her political connections are probably real. From what I have seen, they all like a 
good story and they really don’t want and are not interested in anything that has to 
do with the children…unless of course, they can raise money off of it, tax-free.  
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Cindy and her mother, and the rest of her gang, including Noreen are the ones 
pushing the Recall Petition against Mardell. I wonder if they are getting any help from 
their pals in high places?  

One of her more local political/professional trophies is Jim Davis who is the president 
of Turtle Mountan College. It just so happens that Jim Davis is the father of Scott 
Davis who works for the Governor as the Executive Director of the North Dakota 
Indian Affairs Commission, and of Jamie Davis who worked for Senator Conrad.   

If Mr. Davis is as close a personal friend to Cindy as she claims he is, that is where 
all her connections come from. I would think he could do better. I would think he 
would know better.  

Then again, it’s Cindy we are talking about. Anything is possible, and most of what 
she claims is a lie.  

This is where you can find Jim Davis: http://www.turtle-
mountain.cc.nd.us/about/index.asp  Good looking man. Bet he’s smart too. I doubt he 
thinks she’s a full blood anything, much less a Dakotah.  That would get him laughed 
at by the locals.  Surely, what she has told you about her and him can’t be true.  He 
looks like a real Indian to me.  

I wonder if her cousin, Bonita Morin, wrote her permission slips to steal Tribal 
Property the same as she did for her brother Andrew Morin? I wonder if that was the 
plan for the Heritage House that was built that Cindy wanted for her own? I can only 
guess at this point.  

There is such a crooked, sticky webwork of corruption out there, The Good People of 
Spirit Lake have a long hard road ahead of them to begin to clean it out.  

Clean Up Crew 

That brings me to the elections.  The upcoming Ft. Totten District Election is October 
8th.  I’m getting a brochure from people on one candidate they like and FB postings 
on another candidate that others like. So far, they both look good. There will be good 
choices to be had. It’s a start.  

I will be creating an Election page and linking it to the blog page so you can all follow 
along and keep informed. I expect, time permitting, to have it up tomorrow.  Keep 

sending me whatever you get from the 
candidates or about them. I will post them.  

The people you elect are the clean up crew for 
this mess.  Keeping Mardell in there is 
imperative.  She’s the first warrior I’ve seen in 
Tribal Council. Because of her, The tribe is 
regaining respect from others.  
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We have seen what happens when those who don’t care about people are in charge. 
It will be decades, generations even,  before we can begin to heal from that.   

You have seen what 
happens when someone 
with integrity and courage is 
in charge. It’s a whole 
different feeling.  This work 
requires integrity, 
intelligence, courage and 
compassion. And it requires 
that we all work to make 
sure that those are the 
qualities we allow to make 
our laws, run our agencies, 
and take our community, our 
Nation forward.   

This is your work. This is our work. We are all related.  

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 

 


